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Naval Postgraduate School 
 
 
Deborah holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology and master’s and 
doctoral degrees in organizational behavior and theory, with a statistics 
minor.  She studies humanitarian aid and disaster response; inter-
organizational networks that support collaboration, knowledge-sharing, 
and community-building; effects of personality and social context on 
cognition and behavior; and diffusion of information, attitudes, and 
behaviors in multi-cultural environments.  Dr. Gibbons works extensively with public health researchers and 
practitioners to identify strengths and weaknesses in health networks, then strategize appropriate interventions.  
She also works with military and humanitarian aid organizations to improve communication, collaboration, and 
delivery of urgent human services that are appropriate for unique culture groups and geographic regions.  Her 
agent-based models apply to disaster response, diffusion of innovations, public health crises, organizational 
collaboration, and the stabilization and reconstruction processes that occur during and after governmental or 
natural crises. 
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